
 
 

FINAL 2015 AND 2016 RULES CHANGES 

The following rules changes were approved by the NCAA Baseball Rules Committee and the NCAA Playing Rules Oversight Panel.  

They will be incorporated into the rules book for the 2015 and 2016 seasons. 
 

RULE MAJOR RULES CHANGE PROPOSALS AND RATIONALES 

1-2-b, 

Infield, 

Outfield 

Dimensions 

Delete:  It is recommended that the foul pole be fluorescent yellow. 

 

Replace as follows:  The foul pole shall be painted fluorescent yellow for new construction or for the repainting of 

existing foul poles.  Any existing foul poles that do not conform to being fluorescent yellow shall be repainted prior to 

the beginning of the 2016 season. 

 

RATIONALE:  Make the color fluorescent yellow mandatory as some facilities are painting colors that make it more 

difficult for umpires to see the ball, e.g., some are using white paint and some are requesting to use red. 

 

2-1 (new 

definition) 

Add as follows:  Abandonment:  The act of any runner who leaves the base path, after reaching first base, heading for 

his dugout or defensive position believing there is no further play.   The runner may be declared out if the umpire 

judges the act of the runner to be considered abandoning his efforts to run the bases.  Even though an out is called, the 

ball remains in play in regards to any other runner. 

 

A.R.—This rule also covers this type of play:   Less than two outs, score tied, last inning, runner on first, batter hits the 

ball out of the park for the winning run.  The runner on first touches second and believing the home run automatically 

wins the game, cuts across the diamond and heads toward his bench as the batter touches all the bases. In this example, 

the base runner would be called out for “abandoning his effort to touch the next base.” The batter-runner is permitted to 

continue around the bases to make his home run valid.  If there were two outs the home run would not count.  Unless 

two are out, the status of the following runner is not affected by a preceding runner’s failure to touch his advance base 

or to retouch a base. 

 

RATIONALE:  Assists in defining and interpreting what actions should be considered as abandonment.  Makes the 

NCAA rule and Official Baseball Rules consistent with each other from an interpretative standpoint.  Provides for ease 

in understanding and administration. 

 

2-25, A.R. 

6, Ejections 

Revise first sentence to read as follows:  When an assistant coach, a player (other than a pitcher) or team personnel, 

other than the head coach, is ejected for disputing an umpire’s decision or for unsportsmanlike conduct or language 

directed at an opponent or an umpire (including a post-participation ejection), he will receive a one-game suspension in 



addition to the present game ejection. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarifies that any ejection for disputing an umpire’s decision or for unsportsmanlike conduct or 

language directed at an opponent or umpire, the offending individual will face a one game suspension following the 

ejection. 

 

5-7-d, A.R. 

9 (new), 

Doublehead

er 

Add A.R. 9:  A scheduled stand-alone seven-inning game shall be prohibited. 

 

RATIONALE:  Provides specific guidance to ensure the double-header rules are applied consistently. 

 

5-7-d, A.R. 

10 (new), 

Doublehead

er 

Add A.R. 10:  A seven-inning game that was originally scheduled as a part of a doubleheader, and was never started, or 

had been halted or suspended, may be played as a seven-inning contest the following day or at a future time.  NOTE:  

Allows for collaboration between the umpires, home game management and the visiting team, which provides them 

with the flexibility of never starting or having to halt the game once it has been started.  All three entities must be 

present when this decision is made. 

 

RATIONALE:  Provides specific guidance to ensure the double-header rules are applied consistently.  

 

5-15-a-(1), 

Game 

Misconduct 

Revise as follows:  Incite or attempt to incite, by word, sign, or actions that dispute an umpire’s decision and 

potentially incites a demonstration by spectators. 

 

RATIONALE:  Makes rule more inclusive of inappropriate actions. 

 

5-15-a-(1) 

through (3), 

Game 

Misconduct, 

Penalty 

Add as follows:  PENALTY FOR (1), (2) (3)—The offender shall be ejected from the contest.  After an ejection, an 

additional one-game suspension is added. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

5-15-a-(5) 

(new), Game 

Misconduct 

Add (5):  In the case of a National Anthem standoff, any umpire shall eject any player, coach, manager or team 

personnel for violations of the Coaching and Players’ Code of Ethics. 

 

A.R. 1—The umpire-in-chief is to warn the head coach of the offending team that should any player not return to his 

dugout area immediately after the playing of the National Anthem, the head coach and offending player(s) will be 

ejected immediately.  NOTE:  This is a sportsmanship issue. 

 

RATIONALE:  Provides specific penalty enforcement guidance to umpires in this situation. 

 

5-16-b, Revise to read as follows:  For a violent attack (punching or kicking) of an umpire, game official or an opposing coach, 



Exception, 

Fight Rule 

the offending individual shall be suspended for the team’s next five four contests, even if it is the individual’s first 

offense. 

 

RATIONALE:  Makes the length of suspension consistent with other references in the rules book. 

 

7-11-m, 

When Batter 

or Batter-

Runner is 

Out 

Revise as follows:  After hitting or bunting a fair ball, a bat still in the hands(s) hits the ball a second time in fair 

territory after he has left the batter’s box. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification, distinguishes when the batter is to be called out and when the ball is to be ruled foul. 

 

7-11-p, A.R. 

1, When 

Batter or 

Batter-

Runner is 

Out 

Revise A.R. 1 as follows:  If the batter-runner is running illegally to first base and his being outside the lane alters the 

throw of a fielder, hinders or alters a fielder’s opportunity to field the throw, or the batter-runner is hit by the throw that 

has been made in an attempt to make a play, it shall be called interference and the batter-runner is to be called out.  

NOTE:   It is not runner’s lane interference if a fielder is not covering the base.  

 

RATIONALE:  Further clarifies that if no defensive player is covering or attempting to cover the base, the defense 

should not be considered as “making a play.” 

 

8-2-d, A.R., 

Batter 

Becomes 

Base Runner 

Delete both approved rulings and items (1), (2) and (3), and replace as follows:   

 

(1) A batter must attempt to avoid being hit by the pitch.  If he does not attempt to avoid being hit by the pitch then: 

 

a. If the ball is outside the strike zone when it touches the batter, the ball is dead, it shall be called a ball and the batter 

is not awarded first base.   

b. If the ball is inside the strike zone when it touches the batter, the ball is dead, it shall be called a strike and the 

batter is not awarded first base. 

 

RATIONALE:  The batter must make an attempt to avoid the ball. Remove any references to freezing that appear in 

the current book.  The proposal simplifies previously provided guidance on how umpires should interpret and officiate 

the hit-by-pitch rule.  It also aims to improve student-athlete safety. 

 

8-3-g, 

revise, add 

A.R. (new), 

Entitled to 

Bases 

Revise as follows:  If a fielder intentionally touches a fair batted ball with a cap, glove, mask, helmet or any part of the 

uniform while detached from its proper place on the body, a runner or runners shall be entitled to three bases the 

runners are awarded bases which shall be determined by where the runners were at the time of the illegal touching. 

 

Add A.R.:  The call is a delayed dead ball and the runners may advance further at their own risk. 

 

(1) If it is a fair batted ball or foul ball with a chance of becoming fair, the individual shall be entitled to three bases. 



(2) If it is a thrown ball, the individual shall be entitled to two bases. 

(3) If it is a pitch, the individual shall be entitled to one base. 

(4) If it is a foul ball that has no chance of becoming fair, it shall be called foul and there is no penalty. 

 

RATIONALE:  Assists the umpire in determining what to do with a batted ball that is clearly foul and has no chance 

of becoming fair.  

 

8-5-c, When 

Runners are 

Out 

Add A.R.:  Any runner after reaching first base who leaves the base path heading for his dugout or his defensive 

position believing that there is no further play, may be declared out if the umpire judges the act of the runner to be 

considered abandoning his efforts to run the bases.  Even though an out is called, the ball remains in play in regard to 

any other runner (see Rule 2-1, Abandonment).  NOTE:  This rule will also cover similar types of plays:  Less than two 

outs, score tied last of ninth inning, runner on first, batter hits a ball out of the park for the winning run.  The runner on 

first, after touching second, passes around the base and thinking the home run automatically wins the game, cuts across 

the diamond toward his bench as the batter-runner circles the bases. In this case, the base runner would be called out 

“for abandoning his effort to touch the next base.”  The batter-runner is permitted to continue around the bases to make 

the home run valid.  If there were two out, the home run would not count.  This is not an appeal play. 

 

A runner believing he is called out on a tag at first or third base starts for the dugout and progresses a reasonable 

distance still indicating by his actions that he is out, shall be declared out for abandoning the bases. 

 

RATIONALE:  Provides further direction for the umpire and assists in determining abandonment vs. actions that 

should be considered legal. 

 

9-1-a 

Delete (shoulders squared to) in the first sentence.  Delete the sentence, The pitcher’s entire free foot shall be not be in 

front of the pivot foot.   

 

Revise as follows:  The pitcher shall stand facing the batter with the pivot foot on or in front of and touching the 

pitcher’s plate with the other foot free. 

 

RATIONALE:  This proposal helps clarify the pitcher windup position rule in light of trends observed in pitching 

today with regard to what constitutes an illegal windup position.  It eliminates provisions that are not easily enforced 

by umpires and it also aligns more closely with the MLB pitcher windup position rule. 

   

Appendix E, 

Getting the 

Call Right 

Allow the umpires to conference and change a call of “catch” to “no catch” or change a call of “no catch” to “catch” 

under the “Getting the Call Right” principle. 

 

RATIONALE:  To modernize the game, and to get an incorrect call changed to what should have been the correct call. 

Expands the principle of “Getting the Call Right.” 



 

Appendix E, 

Getting the 

Call Right 

Add 9):  Changing Catch to No Catch:  The umpires may conference after a fair batted ball has been hit into the 

outfield or any foul ball to determine whether a fielder did or did not make a catch.  (Note:  If the ball is foul it remains 

a foul ball.) 

 

a. The ball is dead. 

b. The batter is placed at first base. 

c. Each base runner is advanced one base from the base occupied at the time of the pitch. 

 

Add 10):  Changing No Catch to Catch:  The umpires may conference after a fair batted ball has been hit into the 

outfield or any foul ball to determine whether a fielder did or did not make a catch. 

 

a. The ball is dead. 

b. All action prior to the ball becoming dead shall be disallowed. 

c. The batter shall be declared out. 

d. All base runners shall be returned to the base they occupied at the time of the pitch. 

 

RATIONALE:  To modernize the game, and to get an incorrect call changed to what should have been the correct call. 

Expands the principle of “Getting the Call Right.” 

 

Experimenta

l Video 

Instant 

Replay 

Expand the experimental video instant replay rule currently to allow the umpires to conference and reverse a call of 

“catch” to “no catch” or change a call of “no catch” to “catch” under the “Getting the Call Right” principle.   

 

The experimental video instant replay rule currently limits reviewable plays to potential home runs and some batted 

balls that have been ruled fair or foul: 

 

1. Deciding if an apparent home run is fair or foul. 

2. Deciding whether a batted ball left the playing field for a home run or stayed in play within the field. 

3. Spectator-interference plays (only on plays involving home run balls). 

4. Deciding if a batted ball is fair or foul (only for specific batted balls outlined in the getting the call right 

procedures). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



RULE EDITORIAL PROPOSALS AND RATIONALES 

1-3-c, Boxes Delete:  At the time of the pitch, the base coach shall remain within the confines of the coaches’ box with both feet.  

It is legal for the base coach to be positioned further away from home plate than the boundaries of the coaches’ box.   

 

Replace as follows:  At the time of the pitch, the base coach may not be closer to the foul line than the inside edge of 

the coach’s box and no closer to home plate than the front edge of the box (see Rule 2-5, Base Coach, A.R.). 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarifies and defines that base coaches may take position directly outside of the coaches’ box in the 

direction of the outfield.   

 

1-14-e Delete:  A player or coach may wear a jacket under the uniform top if it is the same color as the team’s undershirts.   

 

Replace as follows: 

e. Only a pitcher may wear a jacket while as a base runner. When worn, it is to be buttoned or zipped. A pitcher 

may wear a jacket under the uniform top while batting. No other player is permitted to wear a jacket as the outer 

garment while serving as a base runner, a batter or a defensive player.   

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification on the uniform rules regarding the wearing jackets with uniforms. 

 

2-25, 

Ejections 

Misconduct chart of ejection and suspension categories and corresponding penalties to be inserted.   

 

RATIONALE:  To more conveniently list all ejection categories and their associated penalties by the particular, 

offending participant in one location for easier reference within the rules book. Penalty chart for ejections and 

suspensions has been revised based on revisions approved by the NCAA Baseball Rules Committee. 

 

2-25, A.R. 5, 

Ejections 

Revise and replace as follows:  Whenever a pitcher is ejected for disputing an umpire’s decision or for 

unsportsmanlike conduct toward an umpire, whether while serving as the current game pitcher or after having been 

removed from the game that is still in progress or the game has concluded and the ejection is post-participation, the 

suspension will be for a total of four games.  NOTE:  If a pitcher is removed as the pitcher but remains in the game 

in another capacity, the ejection is for that game plus applicable suspensions. 

 

RATIONALE:   Clarifies current approved ruling based on a revised interpretation issued during the 2014 season.   

 

2-25, A.R. 6 

(add to end of 

current text), 

Ejections 

Add to A.R. 6:  Assistant coaches and players may not leave their position on the field or dugout area to appeal any 

play on the field. Head coaches are ultimately responsible for their team’s actions on the field.  Although there is a 

difference between a discussion and an argument, participants, other than the head coach, shall not be the ones to 

represent their team in communication with the umpire(s). 

 



RATIONALE:  Clarifies specifically that only head coaches are permitted to communicate with the umpire(s).   

 

2-25, A.R. 7, 

Ejections 

Revise as follows:  No team personnel may continue to argue or to continue to excessively express themselves with 

prolonged actions or offensive language after an ejection. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

2-25, A.R. 8 

(new), 

Ejections 

Add A.R. 8:  When applying the suspension rule, penalties shall be served during the team’s next previously 

scheduled and completed contest(s).  If a previously scheduled game has been postponed or halted, that make-up 

game against the originally scheduled opponent shall count as a regularly scheduled contest. Games may not be 

added after the incident in order to fulfill the requirements of this rule (see Rule 5-16, A.R. 1). 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification and consistency of this rule for penalty enforcement.  To align with previously 

established policy. 

 

2-25, A.R. 9 

(new), 

Ejections 

Add A.R. 9:  If serving multiple suspensions (from a fight or for any penalty) would cause a school difficulty in 

fielding a team for its next game or games, the institution may request that the suspensions be staggered by its 

conference office.  If the team is an independent, the secretary-rules editor may be contacted for this purpose (see 

Rule 5-16, A.R. 2). 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification and consistency of this rule for penalty enforcement.  To align with previously 

established policy. 

 

2-32, A.R. 

(new), Force 

Play 

Add A.R.:  On a dropped third strike, when the batter is not entitled to run to first base, any advancing runner must be 

tagged to be declared out.  NOTE:  This is not a force play as the batter-runner did not advance to first base. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

3-3-b, Base 

Coach 

Delete:  A base coach shall be obliged to stay within the confines of these boxes with both feet. 

 

Replace as follows: 

b. At the time of the pitch, the base coach may not be closer to the foul line than the inside edge of the coach’s box 

and no closer to home plate than the front edge of the box (see also Rule 2-5, Base Coach, A.R.). 

 

RATIONALE:  To make this rule consistent with 1-3-c. 

 

4-7, A.R. 

(new), 

Add A.R.:  Only players, coaches and ball/bat persons are to be dressed in the team’s game uniform.  All others shall 

be dressed appropriately for their specific team responsibilities. 



Authorized 

Personnel on 

Field 

 

RATIONALE:  Provides clarification on the proper attire for authorized personnel and participants on the field. 

 

5-2-f, 

Positions of 

the Offensive 

Team 

Revise as follows:  The use of manned video cameras is restricted to the area behind home plate – defined as that area 

from the outfield cutout behind first base to the outfield cutout behind third base.  Filming from beyond this area 

toward the outfield or any point beyond the outfield fence or wall is not permitted – with the exception of television 

cameras for the broadcast of a game, including Internet broadcasts and video boards. 

 

Revise A.R. 1 as follows:  Video for scouting, training or teaching purposes, may be recorded from any unmanned 

camera location.  No video may be transmitted for scouting, training or coaching purposes during the contest. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarifies how recorded video content may and may not be used.   

 

5-8-e, 

Regulation 

Game 

Revise as follows:  It is a regulation game when the umpires leave the field of play.  If, however, there shall be an 

appeal situation, it is the responsibility of the team to make such an appeal to an umpire before the pitcher and all 

infielders have left fair territory on their way to the dugout, and the catcher has cleared the dirt circle. 

 

RATIONALE:  Editorial.   

 

5-12, 

Forfeited 

Game 

Delete: ; however, after consultation with the umpiring crew the game may be forfeited. 
 

RATIONALE:   Editorial.  The rule already states that the game “shall” be forfeited.   
 

5-15-a-(4), 

Game 

Misconduct 

Revise Rule 5-15-a-(4) to read the same as 2-25, A.R. 7:  No team personnel may continue to argue or to continue to 

excessively express themselves with prolonged actions or offensive language after an ejection. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification, consistency and ease in finding appropriate definitions. 

 

5-16, Fight 

Rule 

Move A.R.’s 1 & 2, and move 5-16-b, PENALTY 1 through 4, and items a. thru h. to Rule 2-74, SUSPENSIONS. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification, to make for easier reference and consistent application of suspension penalties and 

procedures. 

 

6-2-e, 

Immediate 

Dead Ball – 

Runners 

Return 

Revise as follows:  A fair-hit ball touches a runner in fair territory before touching an infielder or an umpire and 

before passing an infielder who has a chance to make a play on the ball, other than the pitcher. 

 

Add A.R.:  A runner is out when he is touched by a fair ball in fair territory before the ball has touched or passed an 

infielder.  The ball is dead and no runner may score, nor may runners advance, except when forced.  EXCEPTION:  



If a runner is touching his base when touched by an infield fly, he is not out although the batter is still out.  NOTE:  If 

a fair ball goes through, or by an infielder and touches a runner immediately in back of him or touches the runner 

after having been deflected by a fielder, the umpire shall not declare the runner out for being touched by a batted ball.  

In making such a decision, the umpire must be convinced that the ball passed through, or by the infielder and that no 

other infielder had a chance to make a play on the ball.  The runners advance if forced. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarifies circumstance of immediate dead ball and makes the rule consistent with wording of Rule 

8-5-k. 

 

7-2, 

Designated 

Hitter 

Reorder for easier understanding.   

 

RATIONALE:  To simplify and clarify the rule for easier understanding. 

 

8-2-e, Batter 

Becomes Base 

Runner 

Delete:  Catcher’s interference on a batter should be called only on the batter’s   actual  swing  to  hit  the pitch. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

10-9, Run 

Batted In, 

Exception 

Delete Exception and replace as follows:  Exception - It is not a run batted in if the batter grounds into a force double 

play or a reverse-force double play or when a fielder is charged with an error because he muffs a throw at first base 

that would have completed a force double play. 

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

10-22-f, 

Earned Run 

Add Note as follows:  NOTE:  It is the intent of Rule 10-22-f to charge a relief pitcher with earned runs for which 

such relief pitcher is solely responsible. In some instances, runs charged as earned against the relief pitcher can be 

charged as unearned against the team.  

 

RATIONALE:  Clarification. 

 

 


